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Commodore’s Corner
Chuck Blair
As June 2010 comes to an end, what a great month it has been at GMSC! A busy, busy 
month and it just keeps getting better all the time.
 
The Junior Learn to Sail program started off the month and was bigger and better than 
ever.  It is so wonderful to see all the young people learning the skills of sailing.  There 

will be some great racers in our club coming out of this next generation!  Many thanks to Paulette McConnell and Tom 
Tirrell for continuing to making this Junior program such a smashing success. 
 
This was followed by the Adult Learn to Sail class later the same week.  It was also a larger class than ever and Nicole 
Claas Moore, John Claas, and Jeff Olm who once again set the instruction and sailing for this group of new sailors at a 
high standard.  These potential new crew members and boat owners had a great experience, and like the Junior sailors, 
had good wind to enhance their learning and test their newly learned skills.
 
A lot of hard work and cleanup happened around the GMSC clubhouse and grounds in June in preparation for the Y-
Flyer Nationals held later in the month. Werner Schwarz led a much needed cleanup and had the grounds looking super 
sharp.  The clubhouse had the much awaited new tile installed for the floor and the showers.  A big thanks to Milan 
Rakich, Andy Huss and Chuck Toland for getting this huge job accomplished.  If you have not yet seen the finished 
product, stop by the clubhouse and admire the craftsmanship.  We have some great talent in the diverse membership of 
GMSC! 
 
The Y-Flyer National Championships was a big and busy week.  The volunteers of our sailing club made this a huge 
success.  Without them, we would not be able to sponsor fabulous national events such at this and show off GMSC 
and Lake Maumelle.  The biggest THANK YOU goes out to Linda Moore who organized, planned and executed the 
Nationals with such precision - she truly corraled the efforts of many members and ‘herded the cats’ all in the right 
direction to pull off a major event with huge success. Thanks also to the many, many who helped with the events to 
include racing, with Race Committee led by David Sample, all the fleets who provided the many great meals with 
breakfast extraordinaire by the Mulhollands and lunchs by Jim Marone and crew, a wonderful Welcome Aboard night 
coordinated by Nicole Class Moore, Kathy Blair and Chuck Toland with most excellent Cajun food cooked by our 
Louisiana connection Greg Bradley, and a packed house event at Cothams in the City for the Awards Banquet setup 
by Mary Michaels.  And last of all, a thanks to all the ‘supporting actors’ for the welcome to the sailors, parking lot 
and dock masters, trash picker-uppers, and all the other myriad of tasks needed to make this a great show for GMSC. 
Whew! AND best of all, the 2010 Championship was awarded to our very own GMSC sailors Drew Daugherty and 
Evan Daugherty!! The Junior National Gold went to Shelby Hatcher from Atlanta and our very own Kyle Dachoda!! If 
these Juniors keep getting better at this pace, we will have to put them on keelboats to show us old folks how to do it! 
That reminds me, Kyle, have you ever been on MoFoless?????

Makes you wonder how we find time to sail, race, and just enjoy our lake and club during the regular Summer Racing 
Series while all these special events are going on.  But the racing continues, the weather cooperates and wind happens 
when the Gods are smiling on us, and we all continue what we love to do the most = SAIL :-)
 
Now that the big June happenings are history, we are working toward the 2nd Annual Regal Regatta charity races in 
partnership with Baptist Health Systems.  This year’s event will be held the first weekend of October with races on 
Saturday, October 2, and the Friday night social, meet your sailors and ‘training’ event.  If you missed last year’s, it 
was a wonderful time and this one is expected to be bigger and better.  Plan on being a part of this opportunity to show 
off our great club and skills to the local community while taking part in something that not only lets lots of community 
members have a great sailing and racing experience, but also offers us a chance to give back to the Little Rock area in 
a very meaningful way.
 
Hope to see you at the club and on the water soon!
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Greetings, all. Well, another month is about to go by in 2009. We are getting closer to that time of the year

when we come out of our cocoons and make our way to the lake on any spare Saturdays we can find. As we

crest the hill and see the lake for perhaps the first time this year, our lips curl into a smile and our eyes start

to glaze over with thoughts of the upcoming season, our minds start going over the new rules in effect this

year, and then we SEE IT! Our boats! Our beautiful boats ~ so lovingly put away last fall ~ are now

covered with pine cones, needles, and all sorts of dirt. Green slime from who knows what, and obvious

evidence that large birds have been soaring overhead after they have eaten! Our shoulders slump as reality

takes hold of the moment and we instantly lose sight of the perfect summer day afloat. However, take a big

breath, three actually. Now it’s time to get reacquainted with your boat. Start from the top and clean all the

STUFF off! A little elbow grease works well here, and soon she will be gleaming again. Don't forget to look

at ALL your lines. Winter and disuse can take their toll on running rigging. If you have winches (notice the

spelling to differentiate from the two-legged kind), they must be cleaned and serviced to operate smoothly

and with less effort. Blocks are the same way; we tend to forget the small things that make up a sailboat. It's

only the times they break or freeze up that we think of them. By then it's too late! You’re in last place!!

I bring all this up at this time to remind everyone we are having a busy year. Our 50th anniversary is coming

up, and we have the HUGE Baptist Regal Regatta on October 30-31. We will need Club members who have

keelboats to step up to the plate and get their boats ready for the regatta. We will need 25-30 boats for the

event this year. It would great if we could get more but we are starting small this first year. I know the

Regatta dates are still pending for the centerboard season, but this will give us an opportunity to get on the

water with the keelboats early for a great cause and wonderful Club exposure.

If any of you would like to commit your keelboat to this event, please contact me or one of the Board

members so we can start compiling a list of available spots. We need everyone's help on this to make it the

success GMSC is known for in regattas.

We also are having the Thistle inter-districts at the Club in May. Contact Nicole if you want to help with

any of the plans.

Thanks.

CCB
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‘ADULT LEARN TO SAIL’ WARM BUT BREEZY
Nicole Claas Moore

June 11-13 was a great weekend 
to learn to sail in the ‘Adult Learn 
to Sail’ class that was filled beyond 
capacity with 25 students. We had 
good wind all weekend – the hottest 
weekend of the year to so far. We 
added a fifth instructor and boat 
this year to better accommodate the 
added interest we had this year. 
Friday night, Jon Claas presented 
the classroom session and taught the parts of the boats and sails, 
points of sail, and how to read tell tales, among other things. 
This year, we had several people join GMSC before taking the 
class and we got a few more new members after the class. 

Saturday morning, the wind was a nice 8 mph and it was still 
relatively cool. We got the boats rigged and taught the students how to steer in a straight line. As the heat of the day set in, the 
pavilion provided a cool haven from the sun while we ate lunch and Jon drew the points of sail on the dry erase board. After lunch, 
w�
heat. The students got a good feel for the tiller and trimming the mainsail and jib. 

Sunday morning the wind was a perfect 6-8 knots. Jeff arranged a small course around which the students steered the boats, 
learning that you have to tack and gybe to get upwind and downwind, and, thus, where you want to go. Sunday afternoon, we 
were accompanied by members of the centerboard fleets who came out to give students a sail on different types of boats. Thanks 
to Chuck Blair, Werner Schwarz, Leland Sykes, Tracy Sykes, and Jim Marone for taking students out on a Hobie 16, Hobie 20, a 
Y-Flyer, and a Flying Scot.

A special thanks to the instructors: Jon Claas, Jeff Olm, Bruce McMath, Tracy Sykes, and Mark George for volunteering their 
time to help others learn what we all love so much. Also, a special thanks to Vicki Tuthill for providing snacks for students and 
lunches for all the instructors. The weekend really wouldn’t have been possible without the boats on which we taught. We are very 
fortunate to have keelboat owners willing to loan these boats. The owners of these boats are brave and loaned them with fearless 
generosity: Fred Kittler, Max Mehlburger and Jon Claas, Lee Butler Jackson, and David Nigus. 

Another June has passed and we have a new pool of potential crew. I have told the students about Wednesday night sailing so, 
if you’re looking for a crew that may be a good time to test them out. I have also encouraged them to add their names to our 
online crew pool and some of them have already come out to crew. Our new regular member is Jim Hamric, who purchased Bob 

Wilimzig’s Hunter. Philip Buck, 
Cheryl Avants, and Bill Nowlin 
are new associate members. 
Welcome them when you see 
them at the club! 
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JUNIOR SAILING PROGRAM
GMSC hosted a Junior Y-Flyer Clinic on Friday 
afternoon, May 28, prior to the Hawg Wild Regatta.  
Led by Shelby Hatcher, Atlanta Yacht Club, the clinic 
introduced the basic principals for sailing a Y-Flyer.   
Shelby is the reining Y-Flyer Junior National Champion 
and Mid America Cup Junior Champion.
 
The clinic included:
• Rigging 
• General sailing information including sail trim,
 setting the pole down wind, , etc.
• Going for a sail and taking the helm
 
After the clinic, it was decided to hold a Junior Hawg 
Wild Regatta.  Five of GMSC Juniors participated, 
along with instructor Shelby Hatcher, with two races 
being held prior to the start of the Senior Races on 
Saturday, May 29.  Josh Dachoda took first place with 
Nick Easby Smith taking second.
 
Eli Guise with Nile Hatcher as crew
Andrew Daugherty with Tony Pasifume as Crew
Hamm ? with Greg Bradley as crew
Josh Dachoda with Ben Guise as crew
Nick Easby Smith with John Easby Smith as crew
Shelby Hatcher with sister Savannah as crew
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                                        GMSC Anecdotes from History – October 2009                                12

by Dr. Fred Kittler 

5 YEARS AGO ~ R.C. Carl Garner managed five races of various Olympic courses for Memorial Day followed by fried chicken, 
red beans, rice and corn organized by Mary & Chris Michaels and John & Kelly Bryant.  Flying Scot fleet hosted Bill Draheim and
Scott Mauney from Dallas who brought tips on fine-tuning Scots. | Commodore Linda Moore reported officer nominees for 2005:  
Merle Paule/Commodore, Mark Barton/Vice Commodore, John Bryant/Secretary, and Cedric Williams/Treasurer. 

10 YEARS AGO ~ We were busy!  Sail-Off on Oct. 30 & 31; November 6 - Annual Awards Banquet at the Little Rock Club, and 
on Sunday, November 7 - the first keelboat race!  Annual meeting was November 21 with the Fall Awards Ceremony. | New 
steel-framed launch docks were ordered and members beseeched to help assemble.  The slide show for the Annual Awards banquet 
was under the leadership of Henry Goodspeed, who immediately began begging for slides. | Jeff Rodgers published Chapter 3 of 
the Voyage of Sihaba from St. Simon’s Island to Georgetown SC, the latter part in heavy air and waves plus occasional 
thunderstorms.  Jeff was uncertain if he preferred heavy air and rain to calm air and biting flies of the Carolinas. 

15 YEARS AGO ~ Work parties unloaded tires, filled them with flotation and strapped them together to repair the breakwater.  
John Lane suggested the club use only Firestone tires because a Texas A&M study showed Goodyear and Michelin weren’t as good.  
The new Race Committee boat was ordered.  The Annual Meeting and Fall Ball were scheduled for the Racquet Club.  The 
Centerboard Sail-Offs were planned for Hobie-16s. | Meanwhile at the coast, Jeff Rodgers, the Brierleys and the Brightons 
participated in the 75th Annual Lipton Cup.  Jack Mulhollan, at the time a Tulane Univ. senior, came over to skipper the final race.  
And back at home, Jeff & Mary Olm handily won the Hobie-16 Arkansas State Championship.  

20 YEARS AGO ~ One of 6 Labor Day races was blown off the lake, but Carl and his able R.C. crew got everyone safely to 
shore.  The Fall Ball was at the Holiday Inn West, the Annual Meeting four days before that.  Vice Commodore Drew Daugherty 
presided over the September board meeting until Commodore Bud Thurman arrived to restore order. Drew Daugherty won the 
‘Whale of a Sail’ at Lake Carlisle, IL. Buster & Sharon Jones moved to Roanoke VA. Buster was best known not for being 
Commodore or a fine engineer, but for the crane gracing Kiko’s Corner, known as Buster’s Erection. | Commodore Bud & Miss 
Phyllis were at dinner in Seattle when Randy Oates walked up. Drew Daugherty was there too, with Robbie & Kelly Thomas. 
Robbie described the sailing facility as a parking lot off a busy downtown street, racing on Tuesday evenings; sailors who left
trailers unattended on the lot got tickets.  Robbie noted, “You don’t know how good we have it at GMSC until you go visiting.” 

25 YEARS AGO ~ Commodore Doug Buffalo announced multiple door prizes for the Annual Meeting; he took 1st in the Sept.1 
races when Burt Mann didn’t show up (who had a solid string of 1st‘s otherwise).  PHRF Handicap Comm. met to move ratings for 
various boats this way, that way, the other way, then back where they started. 62 boats raced the Labor Day Regatta! Joe 
Dempsey’s long, humorous report on the Hobie Regatta reasoned that catamaran sailors put up with abuse from equipment, wind 
and boats because that’s the price of greatness. Hobie sailors’ response:  “Don’t criticize until you sail a mile in my butt bucket.” 
The party drought was broken by David & Paula Mahan’s marriage celebrated at the club. | Slip owners got a letter insisting that
boats must race. John Haley professed amazement that his Parker Dawson 26 sloop would need to race, as it was the best drinking 
platform on the lake, with the racing qualities of 6 logs roped together, with a sheet and broomstick for a sail. He proposed a
special fleet for “old tubs”. Other proposed fleet members included Marion Burton on The Omega (stands for last), and Barry 
Finley’s System 34 (so the IRS would think it is a computer on his depreciation schedule). 

30 YEARS AGO ~ New members Dr. James & Susu Kane joined (Thistle); Don Renshaw skippered for Jim at the Labor Day 
Regatta, but Sunday’s races were cancelled for Hobies due to light air.  Noel Kelley & Ted Holder were so overjoyed they fell out
of their boat. The 1st Annual Hobie-16 Championships saw centerboard skippers Chet Hight & Ed Grubbs trying their hand. 

35 YEARS AGO ~ New members John Honey, Carl & Carole Garner (both Thistles); Jim & Nan Jackson, Ray & Stephanie 
Parker (Gulf Coast 23s); Jack & June Myers (Santana 21). Total of 44 keelboats in GMSC! | Buster Jones won his first race in his
Thistle. Meanwhile, Jane Daugherty was elected Vice Commodore of the Centenary College Sailing Club, and the young Pitts 
family edged out the Kittler family for the Sunfish Season Overall Award. 

And that’s how it was 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 & 35 years ago this month.  
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